
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL 
AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

Ms. Tiffany Stecker 
E&E Publishing 
122 C Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

RE: Freedom oflnformation Act Request EPA-HQ-2015-002367 

Dear Ms. Stecker: 

This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request submitted December 12, 
2014, requesting a letter (AL-14-000-9835) received from Representative Bill Schuster's office 
regarding a Hog CAFO and concerns with exposure to water pollutants and air contaminants to 
the Environmental Protection Agency. Enclosed is a copy of the document that is responsive to 
your request. Some of this document has been redacted or withheld to maintain the privacy of 
personal information contained in them pursuant to FOIA Exemption 6, U.S.C. § 552(b)(6), as 
disclosure of such information would constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. 

If you have any concerns, you may appeal this response in writing to the National Freedom of 
Information Act Officer at: 

Records, FOIA, and Privacy Branch 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue, NW (2822T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Fax: (202) 566-2147 
Email: hg.foia@epa.gov 

Please note that only correspondence mailed through the United States Postal Service can be 
delivered to the address above. If you want to deliver your appeal in person, via courier service, 
or via an overnight delivery service, you must address your correspondence to 1301 Constitution 
Avenue, NW, Room 6416J, Washington, DC 20001. 

Your appeal must be submitted no later than 30 calendar days from the date of this letter and 
should include the request number listed above. The agency will not consider appeals received 
after the 30 calendar-day limit. For the quickest possible handling, the appeal letter and its 
envelope should be marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal." 

Internet Address (URL)• http://www.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable •Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on Recycled Paper (Minimum 50% Postconsumer content) 



If you have any questions regarding this response, please contact Loreto Tillery, FOIA 
Coordinator at (202) 564-2791 or Aretha Brockett, Acting Director for Information Management 
Division at (202) 564-0911. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Prmcipal Deputy Associate Administrator 

Enclosures 
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BILL SHUSTER 

9lM D1srR1cr, P!NNSVL114N14 

COMMITTEE ON Tlit.\Nl .. ORl"ATION 
ANDIN'"~ITRUCTURE 

CH4rAMjN ~ongrc~~ of tbe Wnlteb j})tatt~ 
1$ou~e of l\eprtsentattbe.9' 
mlal'fJington, JJBQt 20515-3809 

May 16. 2014 

Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20024-2610 

Regarding: 

No.6185 P. 2/9 
COMMITTEE ON ARMl!D Sl!llVICH 

IUICOMMlnEf: 
INTULIOINCI, EMIAQINO TM .... T~ 

& C4P411LlTI18 

The attached communication is submitted for your consideration, and to ask that the 
request made therein be compJled with, if possible. 

Any assistance you can offer in this matter would be greatly appreciated. 

If additional details ar¢ required or if the infonnation requested can be i·elayed over the 
phone, please do not hesitate to contact my Chambersburg office at (717) 264-8308. 

If you will advise me of your action in this matter and retum your reply to me1 I will 
appreciate it. 

V°lf/;JJ Yours, 

BILL SHUSTER 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

100 Lincoln Way East, Suite B 
Chambersburg, PA J 720 I 
(717) 264-8308 
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In accordance with Titlo S, Section S52a. of the 'United Statea Code, I hci'cby .uthorize 

Congroesman. Bill Shuster to request assist:Ancc on my behalf ftom the _6 __ ~_'r-J ____ __, 
(NAMB OP AOBNCY) 

in connection with my abovo-mooUoncd Btlbje~roblcm, and authorize discussion ofrny 

records with Co.IlifCS&man Shustr.r and/or his representative for a period of one year trOm 

the date b&low: 

NAME: . ~---- ___:fd!Aff~----
ADD.RBSS:- 1JfU!f!fo -. I [ 

~ --------
l>HONB: 

SJGNAT(JRE: 

~ff~ 
~u 

SOCIAL SBCURITY NUMBER: 

DATB OF BIRTH: 

DATE: 

Please complete this fonn end lnolud• a b1·ltf! sxplanatlon o/youl' p1·obl~m1• then mail to: 

Congressman Bill. Shurter 
l 00 Lincoln Wa.y .Ba.tt, Suite B 

Chambersburg, PA 17201 

Phonc-717 .. 264-8308 Fax-717-264-0269 

AP'/F.GAP'/t/.t JGHH tit0Z/Ul/~0 
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Environmental Health 

MRSA Infection Found in Communitfes Near 
Pig Farms 
SePTeMBER 26, 2013 by ~.P!!.9R In ENVIRO~~E:NTA~ H..~~~TH1 J:=~ATU~ED, QNE! HEALTH, 

PUBLIC HEA.LTH, ~ES~R.9.H. N~~. RURAL t1~P°H 

Evidence of links between large-scale anlmal-rearlng practices and human health In 
neighboring communities continues to accumulate. 

By Stuphanle So1,1cheray 

On Oct. 1 a and 19, the North Carolina Environmental Ju~tlce Network wlU hold Its 15th 
annual meeting in Whital<ere to discuss unsafe agrJcultural practices in poor, rural and 
black communities acros$ the etate. 

Magnified view of methlyclllln-reslstant 
Slaphlycoccus aureus (MRSA). linage 

courtesy the Centers tor Dlseaia 
Control and Prevention. 

While the NCE:JN has been 
concerned with Issues such as 
dumping, feotory farms and clean 

water, Executive Director Gary Grant 
said that this year they'll also b~ 

discussing agricultural illness in front 
of a government lilltening panel. 

There's good reason for concern. 

Last month. UNC researchers 
published In the onllne Journal PLoS 
One the results of a study, "Livestock
Associated Methicillin and Multidrug 

Resistant Staphylococcus aureus ls 
Present among Industrial, Not 

Antibiotic-Free Llveetook Operation Workers in North Caronna.• 

http://www.northcarolinahealthnews.org/2013/09/25/mrsa-infection-found~in-nc--communi.,, 3/20/2014 
A~/R~ -:it)~~ "=!N~n• ~rflMS ";\\!Nr11 APl£~8PL!L! Ls:01 PI0l/l0/S0 



May. 16. 2014~c 4: 45 P~d in Communities Near Pig Fanns I North Carolina Health?~~· .. ~ 1 B5 lp ~6J~9..1f 4 

They found that factory-farm workers were much more llkely to have colonli:ed MRSA 
(present In nasal swabs) than worker~ who worked on antibiotic-free farms. 

Now a new study from John Hopkins University further describes the oonnaetton 

between factory farms and MRSA. 

The study, "High-density livestock operations, crop field appllcallon of manure, and th0 

risk of communlty-a&Soclated methlclllln·r&elstant Staphylococcus aureus infection in 
Pennsylvania," published this week in JAMA Internal Medicine, shows that there is an 
•en\lironmental pathway" that MRSA follows in communities near hlgh-dentlty awlne .. 

production facllltles. 

~We found that In a general 
population In Pennsylvania. 
people with a hlgheir exposure to 
high-density swine production 
were at an increased risk of 
community-associated MRSA 
Infection and skin and soft.tissue 
infection," said Joan Casey, a lead 
author of the study. "This risk was 
about both the livestock 
operations where the animals live 

and about the crop fields where 

manure was spread ,Q 

Aerlal photo of a field near a hog CAFO on 
which anlmal waste Is being sprayed, Duplin 

and Jones county, 2003. Photo courtesy 
Soclally Responsible Agricultural Project, fllckr 

The John Hopkins study ls the first creative commons 

to link factory farming to MRSA 

infection, notjuat colonlzatlon, "nd 
Casey said the UNC and JHU studies both suggest that these types of farming 

practices ara bad for public health. 

"While we did not demonstrate evary ctep in the c•usal chain from farm to Infection, 

we do believe that the association is plausible,• said ce.'ey. "There Is certainly an 

envlronme ntaf pathway," 

Like the UNC study, the JHU $tUdy implicates the overuse of an~blotlcs In Industrial
farmed anlmale as being a risk factor for MRSA. Animals are given whet'.s known as 
•sub-therapeutic~ amounts or antlbioUcs in their feed and water supply to stave off 
Illness, rath~r than to treat an acute infection. The majority of the antlblottes given to 

http://www.northcarolinahealthnews.org/2013/09/25/mrsa-lnfection-foundwin·nc-communi... 3/20/2014 
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anlmala In these situations are not absorbed, and instead are passed thJ'ough to the 
animal's manure. 

That manure Is applled to crop field~. and neighboring resldential communities, 
according to Casey, ara at a greater risk for community-associated MRSA, health care 

·associated MRSA and sKln and soft-tissue Infections. 

Casey's study looked at 1,539 patients with communlty~aseoclated MRSA, 1.335 with 
health care-associated MRSA, 2,895 with skin and soft-tissue infections and 2,914 

healthy controls patients in a Pennsylvania health care system between 2005 and 
2010. 

Higher swine manure exposure meant an Increased likellhood of all MRSA Infections. 
and even just llvlng near a high-density swine livestock operation resulted In an 
1ncreaeed risk for eornmunlty-assoclated MRSA. 

Steve Wing, who co~authored UNC's study, said JHU's study further illustrated the 

problem with giving farm anlmals antibloti~. 

"This is an important finding about a problem, the sub-therapeutic use of anUblotics, 

that's been recognized a long tlme,u he said. 

Gary Grant of the Tiiiery (N.C.) People's 
Clinic end the North Caroline 

Ehvlronmental Justice Network at a 

community forum in 2006. Photo courtesy 

of NIEHS 

Wing said that the findings In the 
study should be a concern to 
people in North Carolina who live 
near hlgh--denslty farms. 

"Eastern North Carolina has the 
densest livestock production, but 

It's also one of the poorest areas 
In the state.~ he said. 

UnliKe In the JHU £Jtudy, which 
benefited from combing a large 
in&urance databH:e ror 
information Qn MRSA infection, 
many people ~n tha Easter'n part 

of the state are uninsured, so 
Wing $Bid it would be dlfflcult to 

http://www.northcaroJinahealtlmews.org/2013/09/25/mrsa-infection-found-in-nc.communi... 3/20/2014 
80/50 !f>~d :3N~l 3d0MS ~NOl 8PLES6PLlL1 Ls:01 Pl0~/l0/S6 
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obtnln accurate information about MRSA lnfeotlon rates. 

He also Bald that whll• reaeerch like this Is important, It often does llltle to change 

policy. The sub-therapeutic use of antibiotics haa been banned In Europe for years, 
but ~bill that would do the same In the States has failed to get passed In Coneress. 

~it takes a lot more Involvement by the public to change policy." said Wing. 'The public 
le who's affected by this.• 

Grant said he'$ been concerned about farming practices and community health since 
the early 1990s. 

"In the beginning, many of these communities [Where large farms are located} 
depended on well water. so runoff was a huge concern/' Grant said. 

He said that 20 years ago, it was legal for counties to pass individual ordinances on 
farming practices, but the most recent General Assembly passed legislation that 
makes it easier for the state to override them. 

Though Grant doesn't have hard data on MRSA In North Carolina, he said ale!< 
communities do exist In rural pockets or the state, 

uwe are aware of it, and still trying to help communities get organized around the 
Issue," he &aid. 

http://www.northcaroHnahealthncws.orsf2013/09125/mrsa·infecdon~ found-in-no·communl... 3/2012014 
80/90 39'1d 
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Hog heaven? Study finds large hog 
farms lower property values 

Saturday, June 07, 2003 

By Don Hopey~ Post--Oa2.ette Staff'Writu 

F actoty-scalc bog fimmi where hundreds or even thousands of porkers 
produce pilea and piles ofmmure, polhJre waWJ" and air and mi amongtbo 
wo:rst ofneigbbors, according t:o a Jand-use study by Penn State researchers. 

The study, released yesterday as the third annual Sustainable Hog Fanning 
Summit convened in Gettysburg, ibund that allowing a medium- Of' lorpseU1 
1inrtmy &rm.ta set up shop ncara rc:smentitl area Jowers·nearbypmperty · 
values by m:irc than$ I ,800; Using the s111m property fur a traditional &rm 
actually increases the vahJe of nearby properties. 

Ollly landSB mw· a wane efteet uwarljac'em property values, according to 

the study of Berks County property values. 

The study was conducted by Richard Ready and Charles Abdalla of Po?lll 
Stat.e's Agricultural and P.nviromnental Economics Depamrent and sponsored 
by Citizens 1hr Pennsylvania's Future. 

The study round that a sowagc treatmmt plant has a less depressing effect on 
nearby housing prices than a factory 1iuming operation 

''!lie Penn State study Js norc. evidCtlce tbe*-k>calcomtmmitics and rcsidcots . 
llDJBt be albwcid to prote.cttbtimoW.:fiwD·'llctosy fimrs/' liW.lanlarrett, 
PeonFUbR'& omeach director. wh> m attendilg the !UD1ttJit of enviro:nm:mtal 
leaders,. mtmers,. rural conmmity leaders, .restaurant owners and clle1S. 

JGtrett said proposed state JepJation that would limit or prohibit local county 
or municipal control of&ctory-mnn locations would take away any control 
conmmirie& have over the n».ssivci meat mctorica. 

''Ruralconmmiries need the abilityt.o enact commn.-seosc reg\l]atiom to 
protect resklcnts.1 bealtb, ~ of mind, quality of lite and property value&, 11 

ttJp-J/~d.JXQt·gezelte.oomtle81hd~•t111\11on1p1.•P 112 
6Pl£S8PltL! l$:0t Pt0~/10/~0 80 / L0 39\:fd 3'1~1 3c!JMS 3~N01 
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she said. 

ln Penmylvania, there ero l .ooo bigb:-density pig, cow or chicken 1ilnm. also 
known as Concentrated Anirml Feeding Operations. already operating in 25 
count3cs. 

The biggest is in Perry County, and the m>st can be fbund in Lancaster, 
Lcbaoon and Berks counti:s. More than 135 are big enough to require their 
own water-quality po11utlon permits. 

One hog oxcretea nearly 3 gallom ofwasto per day, or :2.5 tfmee the average 
human's daily total A 3,000-sow bog met.my will produce about 25 tom of 
raw inuiure a day. 

Aooaw'kg oa·-lt-&r&MM•• •kProteetiorl AgerJJ;y, :hog, ·clDckcmm\· . 
caiiC:wutlf"has.polluted 35;66ffm!PofrM:n io: 22'stam mid~·· 
if'E>1lDdmlter in 17 states. 

Big-mg lilrm9'· caallJo·predllCe cllJlgcro\l&.bmotl\JCh IJOUrns gases u · 
hy8H>gen su1fiter~ mnuKJnia mt iae~ IOO::Jetense-fWlMB·thathfrie'been · 
d~imrethmtmrum iom:1b:slt., 

Tho stJ.Jdy found that open space -- inclwlirlg furcstcd acreage and grass, 
pasture and croplarld -- located within a quartor-:-mflc ofa house bad the 
largest pos~ cfti::ct on tho value of that property. 

The summit in Gettysburg ici being held to prormte sustUl&ble &rming and 
fium.to-nmket ~1ium initiatives, and to discuss the ~acts ofindustrial
scale hog co~nt and production practices on mral communities, human 
health, animal health and the e.aviromnent. 

Don Hopey can be reached at dluq1ey@,po.rt-gazette.'-9w or 412-26~-
1983. 
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